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CECI ET CELaA

No particular remarks on this igeue to make.

Our cover is entitled "Therianthropy".
iast quarter's was "Extraordinary astronomical phenomepa". Next time it will be
“"Born of the Sun".
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REMARKS ON THE TWENTY-EIGHTH MAILING ) Ppl, 2, 3
Better late than never, or is it?

QUOTE.JORTHY QUOTES F 4
How meny of these can you find in Bartlett's Quotations, Tucker?

“THE NEGROES DIDN'T ASK TO BE BROT OVER HERE." b )

A bit of economic interpretation of history

AORLDLY YOSSESSIONS Pp 6, 7
Inventory

ARS GRATIA ARTIS Fa

This department is supposed to be for anything which I think is written
beantifully, but somehow I put little but fantasy and quasi-fantasy in it

PROFOUND REFLEXIONS ON THE ROOSTER THAT WOEE RED FANTS F9
People must get the idea that I1'm a 200-pounder from the heaviness of my
writings

SOMETHING ABOUT THE LIMEYS : F 10
i#1th apologies to any who are offended by the nickname

*S2ICE-HAREY ¥ 1l
A fable with a moral

REJECTED-~YHOS Pp 12, .13
The possibilitiee of changing the past eontinue to fascinate me ' e
ITEMS FROM MY SCRAPBOOKS P 14
Analects

YAST STQF TO LIMBO P15

Salvage Dept

CATCEING UF JITE CANMPBELL Pp 16, 17, 18
But Dept .
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7 REMARKS ON THE TWENTY-EICHTH MAING 2
" )

Trin tlme ¢this depa=tiend 13 chortorsl by the fact that mont vrga&t comments have
"~ besn 8lrsd taiu Jasres, i
< had to 20 sae stndying to figure ont wne peodaced
Zrorsency ¥lore. Tho roforonco to Homuiam, Lareyar, esoms to layd L+ at Deniels!
door. Nciats rou know ¥eluer hae firat rlgats to thle tltie, Mow¥
; h e consicor-
ebly improssed by Star-Stung. but a friemd who's moro on eethotictpthar.l se;’s the
author is no poot. Aoyioy. I 1iked it, 2nd it's & neatly gotten hp dbeckles, Honig's
introduction could havo toen spered. '! Watson's drecicoted commghre éc mua [Cripest
}'vo just diacovored that thn pilforors got my corroctica fluid./jrmen to #.ic the
{rlkacmonoas ovt of Honig'c comments, in Arcadie. Mergic Droecs Tpo 1 rominnte for
Jre worcv article of the year.

Milty's Mag: TYouw and De Quinocey, hfib?

: Fen-Dango:
1f you would havo given oredit for the CC stuff in the LA post-Majlling to someons
in LA, I'd hate to have you eas vice-president. '' Memoirs of e Sluncrflnous Tan

¥as better than I expected, containing a good deal of intoresting! deta. I an some-
wrat irked, tho, by the scveral attempts in this Mailing to copy §i'l Abner'c di-
alect wkich do not succeed. I note that the stenciler of the cover erroncously
gives the namo of volume one &g "The Old L.A.S.F.S." '! Vemue-Con: Whyt !

. Doward Tomorrcw: Perhaps John Campbe’l cannot be called a scientifiction fanm,
Yerie, tut I'll bet some of the ebnormal people you' referred to ih the EKnanve haa
no stronger claim to the title. Abou’ the anti-parodists poom: Wovld you give

up Lewic Carroll's "Fathoer William" to preserve tho senctity of Sputhey's?

You would have gone to college if you could have? Somehow, I donlt think you

wore cegrtain enuf in your mind, I don't think you tried hard enuf} Undoubtedly
'somé pocpLé couldn't go no matter how hard they tried, but I'm inplined to think -
that anyone with superior intelligence could find a way to go, ba?ring obligations
to suppory somebody else. '' Wollheim's article on past history mnd Kcpnor's on
current history made this Fen-Slants outstanding., ‘Little credit %o the publisher,
however, whose typing atrocities dotracted from tho value of the #ext.

A : ; I don't see
anything in thesc History of the Future cards ebout when we're going to got that
1943 laureate report. But then, they only go up to 1960. *' FAPj Blotter: When
I come across & voluminous publication like thie, I ley it aside to be read later
on when I've more leisure. That time haen't come yet. '' Elmurmirings: Ged, did

Jou clean out the entire outdated patents departmont in leaving the Patent Office,
Ilmeri (I mean,?) i ;

: In Phanny, Thompson somewhat migsunderstands my Guemtion about
the supermen whose powsrs can't be detected. I wasn't getting metaphysical, I
Just want to know how your High Tension Thinker does differ from the garden variety
of genius. "* I'm afraid I can't give much praise to your poems. e ono ontitled
"Hummingbird" reminded me of Dr Bolwell's description of the rankl and file roman-
ticists, who-were in the habit of rushing into print with "I saw & flower!" or
"I saw & bird!" or words to that effect. I beg your pardon; that!'s James Russell
Gray's poém. "Tryst" is better. The remark to Laney that theri’s nothing to eay
whe-e you agree raises a question. Ig there nothing more you cen do when you
agree’ Wwith something than to say 8o, or go on and add something t%at the firct
pariy didn't say? Careful with that subversive typewriter, DB; you meen "tech-
nology" on page 12 rathern "technosracy”', don't you? Tho covntry fiddier bets
out usually flat notee® .I thov noSus were ruly flat with referenpe_to gome given
sca.e. SRR = S

dave at thee, Tucker. In F.PA Var'cty you criticize "revie%s of rofiows",

Lo a negltimate prips.  But ther aron't, They'rs
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commont upon comumont, end that, sir, is conversation, and quite legitimaso.
H 3¢ 78
como to Nowcastle. Shangri-Luni'ffairs is anothor oxazmls of Doglor's now 35314
of boring you to tears with talking abcnt: gomothing trivial. '' The Mat.ona.
Futarian #kly on the other hané. is a reversion to Lis old violexnt 3tyle. ' In
Tuturias Ldyancad I notice tHelen Bradlelq " refusing %o obey the Diréntonls order
to coosd Joiag Huturian letiors, buf appec..s for appoals for he> to ssay on tho
Job-.-which Dogler will probabdly toll Resm navo boun received in graat mmmbors, !
Doar 53 Morkeors; Ah, Donnde, otlil hoing secretive, hun? &0 you have heard from

45 peoplc. ' Lhig iz & special cavc. =309, Dovg; 60 you roelly speclally want me %o

. YT : R = o e e
Join? Tho sticiens Loo« .Li.29 poizs WS ag dore h@-ﬁ&g upthe bo%tom part of *ho ‘sten-
cil on leobtor-sized Hatiowal Juturian Ay, 8% one of tho others. '' Ininlligince

Quotisct: I dor'v ow whether I'm sorry you weren't in Nowcastle, or otherwise,
Anyvay, I conlda’y have rreianfzrmed you eince I only deciced on it the Friday
befors. '! Troy is interesting for the excerpts from Raya's letter, pleading that
Nowcastle ceese publishing. Until that happens, his "Dirsctorship" is an empty
title. '' Cosmian World: Ged, Claude, don't you writo any personal letters €X-
cept to #asnhingion? This soems rathor wasteful, meking & hundred copies of sqme-
thing meant for only ong person. Ballj ptiathoejrrhobe gidrgffarticle "The Rlgo
& Toll of Wollhoim" eppear? '' Modorn Michelist. Jorridble thot: Suppose Dagler
ghould leoarn four 1lines of Lovec-aft! JFantaazy Forum: Superfan continuos to use
athors' lottors/as an excuse for taking up most of the epace himeelf. '' The Live
Oak half of Coghic Circle Monthly ie rather interesting.
- _ En Garde: Ashley ie quite

an artigt in nils own right. Pray FooFoo the comment on Tentasticonglomeration
doesn't start & race for that'distinctlon. But offhand, I know of one title -
Sciontifictionaleodeénsian - which is longsr than Fantasticonglomeration, and the
. Z-to-infinity produced for the Check-Ligt could cleim to be longex. “Raclal
progress is the moving forward to something new". Well, well, well. Ign't the
.Soviet Union something new? len'% the New Deal now? Caroful now-don't say any-
thing about their being changes for the worse; don't montion survival value. Just
differontness. So you can't. oppose collectivism on the ground of progress. Ro
mention of liberty, please, '' The Stump is the most armsing, and perhapa the mpet
effoctive, politicking I've seen in the FAFA, '! Walt's framblings ig one of the
best-looking publications in this Mailing. 1t mMele of tho 'Tvans: Wonder if we
couldn't drag Old lan Evens into an arguaent about religion, which ho secms. to be-
lieve in. . : .

So Saari. © . " QOllie, don't lot de Camp know you live at the YMCA
-~yon know whot he thinks of that institution. Spcor's system doesn't deal with
~ functions of variables nor loci? I beg your pardon. Rigor is the keynote of
all systemgof thoughtt Oh, conmo, comeé noW. AA-194. Haw!.

_ Ingpiretion: "I have
a-guspicion that the whole fleld of peychology can be tran ted into a few wsimple
rulés.," This was a common belief in the century after Newten, but it's surprising
to find you holding it today. Considoring the haphazard waya in which porsonalitios
teko form, I'm very skeptical about the possibilities of grept simplification.

The
‘parcdies in Take-Off might have been good in emall dosos, MYt too much is terrible.
Algo, there is no burlesque apparent in some of them.
; Light: Confidentially, sir,
it stinks. And not because of sttty gtuff this time. One or two things, guch as
the fan map; are passably good, but on the whole, I repeat, it stinks.
' No comments
for here on Horizons. iell, yes, I might mention the litefary magazine "Horizon",
shich is on sale around here. British, I believe.
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Sczentir/youwmomwhotImeanoty
e flinton £7nis.  Surae, "The Siorn Toilr SomF gne a good rtory.,
guaont ia going to coavines poople 0a% it waw great, Lf it

LS .

Orbis: Hars'c néd

but no aaui of &7

Aidntt Lprene thew that way.. Shattlegd Ltep ¥ loft ftoowea intutdinn, Ry
Lo wlsy slace T 4orgot Y0 nention L5 uader Iue- Slantar "Metodsma® ig from she
Freuel, Tow Iilamore weg lovely. I woula 28y move, bubt e otmick Ao 40 ena

mysolf churactorizod as a resctionary of the iype who crind "Give s hack onr
‘®leven days!™ It Just goes te show rrou.
Ephemoron: T4 w#ill be intereating %o
see how marriage affects Elarcy's activity. an: naowlrwedée show a tocndonecy to
withdraw from society.
; The forks: Milty, you said that Sincieir Lewis had get
out to sketéh evory type of cheracter in America. Tae he aver doszrided anrono
like Michel? '' Agenbite of Zirwi4:  Tho Horror out of Lovesraf* wna lovoly, but
I want to kmow how Bu:k Woilholm end Drygulch Doc e=cod ug. '' Fheatoernrh:  The
frank barbarianism of "Liturajiure Ig the Buni” is rofroghing. iho is Romnoy Boyd?
'1. Tho Now Fileroglyph: It would be more cconomicai of erfort to put & bit more
‘metarial in pomevhat fewer pudlications. But, of courue, the more titles you have,
the moro activo you loek, ! Juturia: Historian Wollheim, how's 4hat again on
8Tho Now York fana cast adrift by tho btrealup of tho NTPISA decided to cnll thoir
new organization the Tuturian Scienco-Litersry Sociocty.f? GNYSTL. Romember? '
"If the day comes when the Miturian Socl.e$y of Now Tori: docides to sponsor a na-
tional organization,,..". Holy Klnono, whet were the Tuiurian I'cderation of the
World and the Futurian League? Superflucuy to asik, but why ‘was this published
\n June 1944 whon the last neeting was January 19432 !! FAPA Fnn: Tho law of
bwerages, is on your side, anyway. '' La Vie Ariclenns: Clever %itle. ''! Rcader
284 Coiloctor: No%t being a bibliophile, my chief inte-est in this was idly won-
4dering whether trhis ig the umenl method of getting »ecognition of zomo unappreci-
&%d. elder author.
. Banghee: "Dust" is ong of the reasons that I mentioned Raym
far a\huroatoahip. '' Calidan: But did you have to staple it together that
way? ¢ Inyegtiention in Nowcestle: Tho first four lines are intonded only for
those that mite be moved to wonder ®hy I took a day's leave and truveled nigh a
thousand mileq, i
Jentagy Amateur: I bolieved I received the post-mailed Celephais,
Yut I forgot to mention it inthe critix roport. The straight-faced way in which
Swishor presents "Cunningham's Messages® makes him a candidate for humor laursate
higself, '' Thom: Blast you, sir, 1t's Mopay. '! PAPA Poll Ki‘ten io likely to
Put the Laureate Committoe on the spot 1T te.ere'. too 1mch divorgence betweon vax
DPopuli and vox whateverthelatinigforcommittes, '! FPAPA Ballct: I got mine much
too late to vote. '! Blitheringg, Liked the Diamlogue poom. Yourcmarx about genes
and stuff prompts me to ask & question: §ince each chromogome, and perheps even
each gene, hemipe detormine severcl characteristics, will certain casily imaginadle
combinations of characteristics hever oecur seve by mutation?
g 4X . Fan-Tods: Trying to
Plck the woret stef stories is difflenlt, becanse the worst ere thcse that mercly
wagte your time; anything that arouses a strong roaction ian't totelly bad. Just.
dike whon aWﬂ}"—‘f‘ *m.med Clod as worst fen and aleso eg #10 best. Tho Bloomington’
nevspaper.is tho Daiiyv Fantegraph, just lilo the Coomin Pentogreph (story) éave for
8p3lling, whicu muyv-be vice versa. T3gterday's 10,00C Teors reon La.rany things .
in tho dear old war that I forznt I ever road. 2 &

- B, i < Brewsing: I ecr,:Micheel, isn't .
yorr LITlis zeing to give many bocks a 1ot m9re.wo80o then troy desexrva?, Card ™
297 1a : 3 2 :

: A A Akt e 2 i " s S : ] R A
£li23 goem 8 betier J.i_ug-;;! ATor xhl.on coulersed 1ists r!aht Yo mece srd pull:ghed,



'. QUOTEWORTHY QUOTES R

"much which passes as 'learning’, cnd waieh, by its mare phraseology wksi M
pPloiely baffie the imarticuiato Common ilen, is not vnlysierile, but is s
the vrrodust of a vory ialorior anl nawxisting me.tai DiOCLEE. keULY 4 J):j? of
iearning' i3 a fer losk immesiig pIocres 01 humaa activivy thaa ths nakS ¥usr of

: 5 SRS g T et . i S - ITEIPRN (1 ) (RSt
8 goftd Sruftaman in, a2 W ilitiey et Liio,l = ~LUGMLCTUCY 8NUC Ui 2Dy LadEas
(< - %

"those vho are at all dagply influvenced by the work of modern psyeholqgfkgs ary
dizp.zed tc atandon the netion of pereonal responsibilisy, o least iy vy pravious

form; axl to pnv their moral judzienis upon A utiliwe~iou busia, T tkqff%ﬁn&mé-.
“ e = S 4 . it i
ovsly give them any basis at ali,’ ——doxincn, Api G4 TN
.{‘

"Honril Borgaon has poirnted out in Srcative Evolutinu that the deploymeég{?f evelu~
tinnary changes of Nature aro sheaf .ike¢ ant. open o1t daio more ani mor g #iaverent
patterne. He warns ve 227 wo tenc oo Limit asiguificaace, i7 wo forw oygiatajries
too etrictly by tho mers coilaction inte growrs of individuals possezai§§is;mi;av
charazierietics, and Low mrach nowe fruiivful i is %0 obs2ive aqd cataggiizue Liuge
individuals wh> gniaye csriein cheractoristics shered by & larzer groug.ty -—il Mayd4

"Stutborn facts, it hoe been rightly remarked, are as nothing compered with a
stubborn theory." -~-Living Pniloeopkies, Irving ®grbitt

®If we are to have general rules, and the law is to have no favorites,'ozpasional
injustics is insevitatia (o someone whe doss not fit into thse rule; and 4kie constant
striggle is to mace tne rls sulficiontly floxible to allow for the partygeular cir-
cunstacces, and yot a0 rigid thas lawyere may predict what the decision é?y be, and
men may guide tueire cunduct by that prodictiog.“ -~-Progsar on A te

"In spite of overwhelming evidence, it is most difficult for a citizen ofl western

Europe to bring thorourhly home to himself the truth that the civilizetifin which
surrcunds him is a rare exception in the history of the world.... It {gjfindisput-

able that much the greater part of mankind has never shown & particle ofidasire
that its civil institutions should be improved since the moment when oxiernal com-
pletcnees was first given to them by their embodiment in some permanent gecord.
Here and there a primitive code, pretending to a supernatural origin, kg4 been ...
distorted into the most surprising forme,... but, except in a small gectfon of the
world, there hag been nothing like the gradual amelioration of a legal sistem."

--An¢ient Law
4

"Say not the struggle nought availeth, If hopes were dupes, fears may ie liars;
Tho lebour and the wounds are vain, 7 It may be, in yon smoke concadled, ’
The enemy fainte not, nor faileth, Your comrades chase e'en now tha fliers,
And as things have been they remain. And, but for you, possess the field.

Tor while the tired waves, vainly And not by eastsrn windows only;

breaking, - When daylight comes, cones in
: : jthe -1ight
FaSeem here no painful inch to gain, In front, the sun cli&bs slow, Bow ulowly:
r back, thzzth creeks and inlets But westward, look, the land is bright."
ng, e

3acomeaicil¢nt.'flobding'in. tho main. \ g
--Arthur Bugh 1 ough

F
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TR DTN LT TR 0L OTERERE ¢
‘ DEOTUAY L edEuen sopuent fan Lather
Lruxeucgmoins.zg&.miﬂ' iR .goi‘nua where is a difreroned in this vevween wiitug
uri ogaffol. abpiieqlook 2 i 858y 8001 Y0 (4300038 Te oo llas s Labens o

R34 ¢ nggi i\?ﬁo f % %{g }f WeStiotebrFishtyokhat  aés é‘nﬁ‘i-s%ﬁaégé; ToF
unegroes of the present generation came over here - thay were borr hore (exzepi &
srall rumber of immigrant whites), We also note that neiihsr whitos nor nEEgroea
agk to be born hers, or anywhers olse. :

What that leaves of the argument ie.tho sug-

gestion that the whites who now hate the negro have benefitsd by his lahor, and
that tho matrix into which they were born favors the white above the negro. The
letter is undeniable, tub Southerners point' ‘Jut that it is betier than the wegro -
ever made for himeelf in Lirilal The desirability ‘of the eituation laads into a
different issue of the raes question.

: To take up the other suggestion; that we anti-
negroists were glad enuf to receive the benefits of their labor. The wall-to-do of
the present day who hire Nogroes as servants obviously are benefiting from”their
labor (one may question the "benofit" in a decper acnse). I hold no brief for such
people, whether in the South or the North, neither for the negro who soeks this
employment. s
But the common picture of the South, and particularly the antebellum
South, as a nation of Kentucky coloncls with a sprinkling of clay-eaters, is grqssly
inaccurate. Recent rescarch is making it appear that the dominant pattern of life

in the South hasg always becn chiefly the product of the semi-frontier conditions of
the small farm. .There.were-slways many-more ‘fariilies.owning no slaves'than~there: »
were of slaveowners, and tho majority of slaveowmers hold -only & few blacks, using
them for the same kind of dutios that hired hands now fill., From earlicet times
-~-as far back as Bacon's Rabelliqn in the 17th Century--there was conflict between )
tho yoorea and the groat rlarters end landowners. They learned to dialike the slaves, .
too (who called them “poor white trash"; tho they were little different from their A
cousins in the 0li Noxthwest), bocAuse the cheap labor of the negroes, which undor :
ﬁthg_Planjasggstgpgém did not nead to be coupled with intelligence and initiative,
droye;doim, thei? 1evél’ of living éndfincpeased the powsr of the wealthy.

3wt ling .,»...‘,., " }1 ; _“; 5o = v "-._.',"_‘-51 Af :-. - % ‘- : : ] : ' R{O'Vértholwlll.
these yeomen:' . - generally made common ceuse with the plantation men who had the
leisure for politics, against the Northoast. TFor one reason, it was natural for
farmoere in that age to attach their loyalty to the government nearby rather than to
the one in the District ‘of Columbia. For another thing, they could expect to become
well-to-~do slaveoholdars themselv es if they worked hard and managed carefully--and
many of them did.. But above this, their economic interests with regard to national
policy were essentially the same as those of the large plantera: Low tariff, low
taxes, a minimum of gqvcrnment. The river system of the South made little internal
improvements necessary; without such pregsure of population as the North had from
immigration, thoy hied ‘less need for a liboral land policy (it was on those two points
that the Republicanse:finally swung the West away from tho South, plus bland arguments
about the benefits .of protective tariffkr). Certainly they would not benefit from a
loosing of the hoads which held the negrces. So they stood by the South Carolina
leadership, not bocause they wore slaveowners, but because they were farmers. Except
for tho Unionist mountaineors, they made up the great bulk of the Confederate armies.

sl atnt - R

And do southerners have cause to vejoice at the existence of the Negro, considering
his effoct on the South since 1865%

1'll bet they saved a 10t7§?i‘tj} waorn_they ieofs the springs out of the-e feens.

v

Did you knmow that Tims recontly not only wrote up Loy and Oberth, bui gave ch3 BIS's
Plans for a moon rocket, straight? Maybe they'll eat thoir word "pssudoecience! yet!



WORLDLY POSSESSIONS

That does a fan live byl

To begin with,"no& all gﬁ gﬂéttels are here. Stored in
Comenche are my pro-embarketion fanzine #hdCEBMR PE8-upon-and-earlier prozine

files, plus all the collections of gcientificomics, diaries, joujoux, eotc, thav

gurvived the fiedorpapiereblitzkries (see SP c July 41).

Socondly, some of the
things that were supposed to come over in my trunk were los% thru pilferagoe. These
included clothes, one metal box fof Kodachromes, -the roll of striprints of all pix
taken with DuQuesne (1939-44), a Vokar rodachrome projestor, & oy opacity-projector,
two rubber-stemp scts, §F views, a Varge calender, "mgic® writing ped, flycatcher
epiral, &n unususl small sized and vory rusty but still efficacious rockot piatol,
signot ring made from B half-eagle, &nd & watch box containing my social socurity
pumbor, valedictorian medal, Life Scout bedge, the "In Memoriam John A Bristol"
medal and another, my Doctor of Foo-lomophy pin from the Pqnnhmerican Congresd,
the trinkets I swiped from the saint, and other gewgaws. Ingured.

. _ The orsatz trunk, strictly
a wartime product, vwith large holoes punched in {te cardboard sides, hag now been
disguiscd with a lace scarf and servoe as a table on which are set fotografs of
ny family. In the line of luggage also have & gladstone, brief case, barracks
bag --and the heavy wooden box in which most of my books wore packed, now gerving
ag anothor table on which atand Joe and the Columbia Encyclopedia. (Joe is ay
2M™Tn case you hadn't neard.) DuQuesne is here too, of course, with carrying
vasc and tripod. Also a fotoflash with en extra reflector ehell, one golitaxry
bulb thet camo thru in good shape, three gmall metal boxes of Kodachrome slides,
and scvoral cartridges of 35mm £i1m (tho wo can now buy it at the PX).

' Books as
rallows (This is the way they're arrenged, in cdse that's any contribution to the
diwcussion): Studs Lonigan - Modern Library. Elmer Gantry - Avon. Holy Bidle
« 8 tricky zipper—closed one, with my name in gold on the cover. The Methodist
Ryanal. Complete Works of Lewis carroll - ML, Famous Short Stories of H G Vells
~ Doubleday. Seven Famous Novels of ditto - Gerden City Pub Co. The Outuider and
Others. Dawn of Flamo &c. FPocketBook of Scienco-Fiction. Star Bogotten - Chatto
& #indus (bot locally, believe 1t or not). Maitre du Monde - Imbert (I mito add
that I don't intend %o make these single-story volumes & permanent part of my
librery). Rubsiyat of .Omar Khayyam - Cemeo, with the Sullivan illustrations.
PocketBook Rubaiyat with the Roes illustrations {any opinions on which of theso
ig botter?). Tennyson's Poetical dorks - Cambridge Edition (as you see, I go in
for whimsical Juxtaposition). Poe's Best Teles - ML (apperently from the pre-
Rendom House daye - VOTY poor binding). Foe's FPoetical iorks - Crowell (with dis-
gustingly complete notes on variations). The Poems of Longfellow - ML. Longfeollow
in an inhorited jeatherbound edition by Winston (with somé jnteresting pages from
en antediluvian Fifth Reader etuck in it). Bryant - Amoricen driters Series.
Virgil - ML. Complete Shakespeare, an ipherited British-proepared edition, tho
dinston claimg to publish it. FocketBook of Verse. British Prose and Footry
Vol 1, Beomulf to Blake. English Writers - Gimn and Compeny (tho gchool antho-
lozy mentioned in Speer in September). Shafer's anorican Literature Vol 2 (starte
with Melville). Life of Johneon - Harrap {abridged, really only extracta; bought
hera). Peloponnasian der - Oxford U Prees (with introduction and notas emphesizing
its timelinegs). Living Philosophios - Tower Books (rocommended). Invitation to
Learning - Home Libraery. Home Book of Music Appreciation. How to Make Good Fic-
ﬁg., 1936, A Manual of Mechanical Movemonts (not hily recommended), Jones &

znlin Steol Corporation vostpocket encyclopedia (principelly teken up with such

majqricl es tablesp ?f gtrength of I-beams, bub also contains information on govarn-
neni, guograly, euvc/. How to Undersiand Fleetricity - Home L. Porkinsg' College
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Fhroies, Fev'eo, £%r g:ed ‘verormended). Bddington's The Nature of the Fhysical.
Worta o Fwerymen (il Y febrionded--with a zrain of salt toward the end). 1941
Deperinen’, ol Aprievd tusre Josrbool: Climate an&_Man (dope on the ice ages and most
recent fiuctuvetions, %ossitilitdes for future settlement (on Earth only), and =u¢h
data). 1944 jvorld Almanae. - 1942 Statisticai Abstract of the United States. ify
43 Congressional Dirgetoryl’  PocketBook of ‘America. %Bans Together, the Union Mow
Primer. Amcrican Gotvernhoht by Weet (studied with imporiant things you didn'% kiow,
and emphasizing the many things yet undecided). Hornbooks: Prossor on Torts.'
MeKelveoy on Evidence. Clark on Contracts:. Ancient-lew'- Oxforc U, College - .
German (with jutting index tabs made by me), -Oxford Review Series Gorman. Heath's
First Spanish Course (liko the porultimate, bot for'a course at GWU anrd never throwm
away). Cuthbertson Voerb nheel - Franch; Pocket Guide to North Afirica; Language
Guide to North Africa (these last two whipped:up by the #ur Depariment under the
impression that soldiers over here would asdociate rainly with the rural Arabs).
Vestpocket Froench dictionary - McEay (copyrisht undsted vut undoudtediy expired

-~ no word is given for automobiln). Crusgollis New ¥ronch Dicticmiyy (it uses the
International Phonetic Alphabet!). The #indton Dictionary. Roget's Thesaurus

- G&D. (Too large for the most part to o in.the .eldives:) . ‘Tho aforementioned
Columbia Encyclopedia with sunplement thru 1941 (the surplement's:not so good, but
the encyclopedia is the best, almost: the only' good, large-size cycitpodia in Eng-
1ish). Across French North-Africa (a8 you may guess from the title, it's in typi-
cal well-intentioned broken English) by Brouty (mainly sketch meps of the capital
with text). Hitt's War Atlas (pocket-size; he chooses his enlargements well). _
4 Rand-McNally Illustrated Atlas, with Hammond's Historical Atlas glucd to the ifec.
Congrossional Record for 30 June 43; ditto 3 July 43; Senate Calendar for Legis-
lative Day, Monday, May 24, 1943, Calendar Day, Tuesday, Juno 29, 1943 (you figure

.4t out!); House Calendar 22 Jun. 1943 Dherry Troe (GWU anmual). 'Album containing

prints of all fotos taken with my Brownie ehd vp kodaks since in 1937, nlus the
torn remnants of & loosc-loaf album that the pilferers wouldn't have. Album of
selected fotografs from age 1 until recently. Two scrapbooks.

Pocketeizo diaries.
Typawriter, stenciling, and other office accessories. Fanzino-correspondence

file. Recont Unknowns and Astoundings. Jamuary o EX
Esquire and jigsaw. \ 8 i, ;;'V'M-(,flvé'9 s

On my walls: The Histomap of
History. Histomap of Evolution (most interest-
ing of tho three, tho dubious in many dctails).
Histomap of Religion. Map of the port region of
the city., Battercd origzimal of "The Canals of
Marg" from Riddlce of Scionce. YArctic Radio
Farm" bacover original. Cat-on-the-Cliff from
Fear, A Dold from Night. Dellokov space-being.
Bat Out of Hell copied from insignia of 39 Bon-
Yardment Sqn.

Six-inch terrestrial slobe. ny-
smttar. Games kit. And that about docs it.

I - ; Ch,

yves: Toilet articles, a fistful of first aid,
clothingz, and other nonessentials. :

Knew I'd forget somothing. Domocracy and the
Individual, by C K Allen (who wrote the introduc-
tion for Ancient Law), which ordinarily comes
after thc PocketBook of America on the shclf, but
at present is loaned out.
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A glitely used all-day sucker to the first reader to gend in ti. Eae o Jhe aulaes
of this:

I am the God Thor, ] w1

I am the War God, Here amid icebergs
I am the Thunderer! Rule I the nations; Those arec the gauntlets
Here in my Northland, This is my hammer,  @horewith I wield it,

My fastness and fortress, Miblner the mighty; And hurl it afar off;
Reign I forever! Glants and sorcercrs This is my girdle;
: Cannot withstand it! ifhanever I brace wee
Strength is redoubled!
The light thou beholdest . .
Qc‘ear<¢brou3h the heavens, Jovc is my brother;

In fleshes 3 crimnonm, - Mine oycs are the lightning; Force rules the world still,
1s but my red boerd The wheels of my chariot Has ruled it, shall rule it;
Biown by tho night-wind, Roll in tho thunder, Mockness is weakncgs,
Acfrighting the natione!™  mo vlows of my hammer Strength is triwmphant,
Ring in tho earthquake! Over the whole carta
_ _— Still is it Thor's-Dayi
W#altor de la Mare's "Tho Listeners": =g
"Is tharc anybody theret" eaid the Traveller,
Knocking on tho mooniit door;
And his horse in the silonce champoed the grasses
Of the forest's ferny floor:
And a bird flow up ovt of the turret,
Above the Treveller's head:
And ho.smoto upon the door again a second time;
"Ig there anjbedy therat® ho sail,
But no one .dsscendnd %o the Treveliloer,
No head from the leaf-friagecd nill
Loancd over and 1L*kel inta hig groy oyes,
dhere e gt-od porlhexbd and still.
But ouly e w.th ~f »rar%om listancir
Thav dwele in the Llon2 housa then
Stoo iiatening iu “he guist 51 the moonlight
ot voicg ST Tre Poila 09 mand, ..
ADG, he fels L2 pig hewry their s*:aﬂgeres?
iR R S g R w85 alrericrg Lhis ory, :
Thile his nrvae :ovgw. srcpping the dark turf
o pets 2k tfc steyrac and laafy sky;
Tor ha sudd01ly 408 on’ tho door, oven
Tcuder, and 1jft2d his Leed -- :
"Ma1l them I came, and no Jnc answered,
That I kept my woud,' he seid.
dever the loast stir made the lispeners,
Tlogh every word he speke
¥elr 2c¢hoing through the shadowiness of the still house
Trc the cne man left awake:
Ay, they hoerd his foot upon the stirrup,
And the scunc of iron on stons
And how the silonco eairged -~oi!ly backward
#hen the plurzirz hocfs were goua.
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PROFOUND REFLEX IONS

,ON THE ROOSTER THAT: 6 WORE RED PANTE
-iith a Glance at the Sow in the dheelbarrow-

This ideology could only have come out of the heart of America, In the effete
East and the decadent ieat, men of letters are too far removed from that oldest
of ‘nobles, the farmér, to araw irsniration from hie envirormont.

e In thip connecc-
tion, it is 1pte*ﬂsting to note how much of the verbal fredition leerned in
childheed, -and evan more our vudying p‘eturpaque ex(irossiore (Ymoro fanzinos -
than Gucter had catgh Jer oxamml:z), trace back to tho iae shen lmerice was a
nation ci farmers --or even further back, to the England of t}e rurel village
in #other Gooss.

It 18 wonderful that city children ghoild continue to‘be taught
theas old tracditions, thut they shcvuld still hear about the croadzed man who found
a crooked sixpence against & crooked etlle,\tho they havo never £sen.a @ixponce
nor have any notion whet a stile is. :

aich sugges*u the quost*on, will urban man

ever create nursery rlmoa for hig childron that refer to thel* onvironment? Proba-
bly not. Current sccicty docs not seaw ~on&u ive to theo ecgy establishment of
traditions, and long before such a folklore could take. real root, the cities will
likely dissolve as men spread mocre evonly over the oarth and 1nto pleasanter sur-
rouncings.

And since it is unlikely that men will stop wvanting a drumstick on Sun-
day, howover the moat-yoast affoct the beef industry, we can expoct the Cock o' the
Ruddy Trews to go marching down to all futurity hand in hand with postority.

"Looge smut is quito common and difficult to control."

I had better get.rid of this item before it becomes utterly untimely. Last year
I saw a Donald Duck shoit entitled "The Vanighing Private" which no one seems to
have mentioned. Donald used an experimental peint of the Camouflage Corps and the
rosulting scenos outdid "The Invisible Man Returns", tho very reminipcent of it.

"Anything reticulated and decussated with interstices between the intersections."

"Christianity ... thinks it's @ civil war, a rebellion, and that we aro living in a
rart of tho universe occupied by the rebol.
¥Enemy-occupied territory--that's what

this is. Chriptianity is tho story of how the rightful king has landed, you might
say landed in disguise, and is calling us all to tako part in a great campaign of
sabotage. When you go to church you're really listening in to-the secret wireless
from our friends: that's why the enemy is so anxious to prevent us going."

-- C S Lewis

81 thought radio wag & plaything

"Gee, Alexander," she said, "how did you get such big muscles?"

"Easy., Turning &
mimeo crank a hundred times a day." '

—-But now my eyes are opened and I'm making up to 25 dollars a week.%
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" Britigh ALG tontér h

E

e_;?e. Tho picture je one of the War Dopartment's "Why Wa Fight! /.

. Lust ovonipIrgaw Tho Battle of Britein et a mainly

" scriocs,- the first thred, of whica I ¢87 aa & Lopartment employoe ir ®eshington., . . J

At

; ) " JI". & S e o T . . . .
times, Whilo watching it, I tried to.lfagine tho samo confliét in.a sdiende-fictiofel
1 setting, or-any.fictioncl setting. £fiything I ‘could think up, tho, sesmed pele % _ -

k] 2

besids.the regl thisg. “Injthe scaib un which it wap fought,"und the principles

" et igeid, ‘the-Béttle of Britain.ig sohothing for the egos.
- g O ™ o oAt biv :

LN

5 a'm’i' ;fong, intermixod,

Y ‘Of course there wes righ

to give greater:nobjlitw to the pabplé who choso'thelr. side and then gave it everys.

3 ;,

thing-they had.  But’ thdt:dlhctvalande of good against evil rested on tho side of - .
.. Groat Britain was undeniabli®cloar (dxcopt to- somo deluded people like me at the ...

i time). So it vas siplya’dlostich whothor cortain high hman qualitios, courage, °
T determination, faith, ind digcipline, would'be enough to ovarcome the material 3.t
. superiority of the enem;, :- 3T Ty “ : : ;

: v f-w;' P
‘And* the'lﬁmys w_oﬁ. - T i .
: i ¢+ Afterwards, &s on previous occasions,

Cht I J : r
I dbrowsed thru the pamflets: ands other thingsstrewn eround in the reading alcoves.
Incomparably more thap-the‘Amdricah, ft‘h‘e.British Army ie gotting its men ready for
the changes overyone knawe are.going ‘to comé in postwar Britain. ihile the War
Departmont (US) prohibits thé tranemission thru Army channcls of .  political
matorial, the British put up a larga chart of ‘the Boveridge plan provieions, hold
discussions on vital social problems, encourage thoughtful letters to Union Jack
I'm sorry to find curselves lagging behind, but glad that the
British are making such preparations-to go into collectiviem., FPorhaps when our
turn comes it won't be as IArd to perguade Americans to follow the British example
as to follow the Russian eoxample. " :

(their nowspaper).

Ono ,éf the ‘cardinal pointe of _:éritibh postwar

pélicy is Anglo-American cpoperation.. .They are making definite efforte to advance
fricndly relations between ‘their troops and ours. - Obstacles are many, mostly
sraceable to America's higher etendard.of living. The British bum supplies and
80 forth off the Americans--not es bad as tho Fronch and Itallgns, of courso, but
, enuf to cause bad feeling. ' Limeys use American-provided facilitles such as thes~
—-tara and hnaen. Asd sanmat racisrncatplsmally. _The British acconts gound phomeys
The old question of whether America should have gone to war: beforé we were attacked

occasionally comes up to cause trouble. For the most part, tho, the differences
are such as time and economie change will remove.

So far as I know, there are only

three or four nations whose way:'of life cultivates that ability to get things done
which will be so vital to further progress. I think the British are one such

nation..

“Critlos are advised that I kiow

this lacks.organizatioﬁ.
4 ' ‘

"We too have twlsted througl our hair‘Sgch tendrils as the wild loves wear, "--Swinbume

You remember the article-ITime Travel Happens! in Astounding, about the experience
of the two Englishwomen. In the June Horizon-a writer says, "Those who have read
the book will argue that the priedicticns made by the authors and verified by sub-
sequent research afford: conclusive proof of a psychic event,  They should read Y
The Mystery of Versailled, by J. R. Sturge-Whiting (1938); it points out a-number

of discrepancies in the original story and gives a normal explanation of the whole

affair.”

“on toth sidos. Tho unclarity of tho picture might be said %

_—

-]
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‘STICS “HAFPY
It all began wMen Ed 'Kronk ‘enthused to :féc mbout Clark Ashton Smith: “Thet man'e
command of lgpguage!” fhy, cbmpared:to hiﬁf}guys like E E Smith are talking pldgin
English!" BAT g g v il e ARET & 5 oo i a
Joe, Who'was an enthusidst of Skylark Smith's without having read many of
his novels, answered that using big words wasn't & sign of literary aerit; but after
the conventien he brooded over this;, and decided to investigate and find out whother
Ilar Rashton really did sling more polysyllables then Edward Elmer. If tho findings
were adverse, he could just forget them. So he bought an electric-driven adding
machine and as he read word by word, strokéd up the number of gyllables in each
word. The length of the paper would tell him how many words there werc, and he
could divide that into thé total numbor of ‘syllables. Oncc tho platen stopped fced-
ing paper and Joc had to tracc it back with considcrable difficulty to find how many
numbers had ‘beén printed on top of cach other. At last, however, the work was done,
and the calculation shoWwed that CAS used less than onc more syllable per hundred

A

wordg than EES. *Tt rust be confcesed that the story selected from the former' was
urusually monosyllabic, and the latter's wds rather full of coruscating-vibrationé
and Jarnevonians. - ¥ronk was not slow to point this out when Joe Jubilantly '‘commmuni-

catéd’tho results of tho-invostigation to him.
! v -« .

! MVory wcll," cried Joo, "I'll count
the syllables in all the published fiction of thess two." At the suggestion of
falter Ginsberg; who had gotton wind of this controversy, Joe 8lso took on syllable-
courting“for tho whole of Lovecraft, Merritt, Dummer, and Bond. ' 4s can be imagined,
this job 'tecquired some t{me--threc years, in fact, during which Joc's other activi-
tics suffercd considerably. "But look what a thoro knowledge I'm getting of these
eix outstanding writcre," he sald when & conventionward group stopped by to urge
hiy to join them and to slcep in hise house for a night. During thesc three years,
wé must regretfully récord, both Kronk and Giasberg dropped out of stcfdom. But Joe
grimly kept on.with his work. '

gpr L X At last the great counting was finishecd and the resulte
publisghed thru the FArA, with an introduction in which Joe explaiﬂ&@éﬁié"ﬁﬁ%ﬁSﬁiT““ pezcs
tho reagons why he had counted ayllables instead of lettcrs, and/= gummery of the
findings. "It will be secn from the figures at thec bottom of page 6 that the spread
betwoen Clark Ashton Smith, who has 1.237 syllables per word, and Kummer, with A
1.191, the extrecmes, is loss than 3.9% computed on the latter, approximately 3. 7%
on the formor. This is a strong indication that thorc is no important difference
in tho styles of those men, 8t least in tho metter of word-length. If the Library
of Congrose succoeds in finding for mo any similar investigation of the great mas-
ters of world literature, I intend to publish a supplcment comparing them to our
writors." He also furnished a table in which all stories investigated were arranged
in order of word-length, which showed that an obscure short by Lovecraft was tho
most. polysyllabic. , e ; S
] ' ‘Despite his reoquost for comments by letter, only two FAFAtes,
both rogular correspondents anyway, montioned the work. One, @ gtatistics studont,
criticizod his methods. The othor said, "For FooFoo's Sako, Joo, why have you gono
to all this trouble? #hat uso do you expect fandom to make of the rcsults of your
work --didn't you cver ask yoursclf that? There may be somo slight interest in this
data, but it astronomically dogs not justify the work oxpended." -
' * Joe complained in
the next Mailing, "Why have people considered my work to be of so little account? .
If you only realized how mach labor wont into it! And docen't Marx say that the ..
value of & thing '‘dcponds entirecly on the amount of nan~work that has gone into 1t3?"
A Marxist in the audience hastencd to enlighten bim; nobody else had anything to
say. More shameful yet, there was nct a einzgle volunteer to agsist in the further
projoct of a syllable-count for all published stef and all books in the Great Bib.
And tho WFFF, by a voto of 3 to 2, refused to back the proposal.

o



i "FECTED--YHCS
Not exactly rajectsdl irt o-.f  ilit kmow just WHAY Ehould bE gome with it,
and smesse:‘x h;"}d pizecanole it for & wrile. Ny letter to him will give the reat
of the background: -
X You may remember your suggestion of a fan fictiou story in
which ims meke stef instead of vice versa. Hero's what it finally camo to by me.
Tou'll noto that this is incomplote. You'il also note, if you'rd up on your li-
brary roading, that the titlcs are takooffs on Sali's "Thc Last Fun' end "The Rosd
BaCk"o h ] . ) : X .
; THE FIRST PFAN
or, Tho Road There

It was a typical Frisco fog. Joc strained his eyes trying to meko out the docks .=
and buildings, thexz . zves 14 up.  dell, it would be good to get back in the US again,
even if you could:': .14 Throo years on New Caledonia and even Fhiladelphia
would l1look good te¢ : Gl ey ] _
: e vasn't traveling with a unit, but his uniform got him
thru custams quicki;. <xco on the shore hd'turned and, just as he'd planned for
80 long, flung his turrecks bag into ‘the Bay with a rigzht good will. As he turned
into the fog, eloctric lights glowed weakly and a voice said, "Taxi, soldiert® He
got in, marveling at the/old Jaloppy that was being uscd for a cab.  As they drpve
tovard a hotel he Sould ogcasiGnally heéar horses’ hoofs off in the morning mist.
"Christ! The home front¥mst havo had ite troubles after all.¥ = - A
' TN e e e SR "' 'He was enjoying a
Lqt bath when tho«bellhop'céme. . Donning e towel, he gatheted up his Goveriment-
I§euo, clothes and save them to the boy. ..MTake - theas away and burn thom or sell
them”sr somecthinz. Audg 1T I nover sce Xhald again, that will be Just thirty-séven
"seconds too soon.*" ‘Ho pulled some francs gqut of his billfold.' "Take these and
get, 'em changed into American monszy. fThey'll come to thirty-some-odd dollars. i'd
like for you to buy mo a secend-hand suit er a cheap new one if thoy'rs available,
and a shiry, belt, bvi's, sockas, tie,-and shoes~-low quarters, not clodhoppers like
thosc. You can get my sizes from that stuff." - ; . . Tl o
: "Yessir. I'll have 'em for you this
afternoon. M 8 ' o e : .
"Tomorrow morning will be paon emuf. I'm going to:bed and sleep 18 hours
7, straight," R A { o g ) o '

. "E;_ély Klono, he really got m socond-hand esuit," Joe remarked as he posod before the
- mirror, "Good material, tho. 80 now to start doing the thinge I've boon planning
. for three long weary years." He know vagicly that .there were stefnists in San Fran-
..eisco, but they were after_’_hiu t:lme'.1 énd he'd. pretty mach lost contact with things;
time enuf to got beck into that later. i
. _ After broakfast at the hotel he strolled
around avhile admiring the scenery and remarking on the way women's stylce had
chanzed. It all ‘secmed strange; threo years is a long time in your early twenties.
e stupred to duy a paper to sce what waz on in the ammscment line, Having given
his lust nickel to tho waitress at breakfast,*™ he reached for his pockaetbook to
pay for the pavor. i 2 0
Gulp. ,
b oo Pickpockets. : _
BT e Ho sat down in A little perk to consider his
sitvation, He didn't ‘@e=c ~o back to the hotel because he couldn't pay

% From this you my corre~ily dndvse ‘.. this Gl Joz is also & Joe Famf,
' %% She was smart, cii’ ) . & ws medi1st Jiv a thousand dollers, and went back to
Council 3luffs. = ey o .
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for his room.* Anyway, he'd left no belongings there. "Well," he remarked pres-
ently, "I wanted to get back into civilian life and out loose from the Army. This:
is plunging into it with a vengeance.... I should have kept my razor out of that
bag, tho." He rubbed a blond stubble.
The classified section of a fresh newspaper
lay nearby. He scanned its help wanteds and presented himself at a stationer's.
A clerk was wanting to take several months! accumulated vacation, and Joe would be
hired as a temporary substitute, "Always glad to help out a returning goldier,"
When Joe asked for an advance to live on for the week, he got ten dollars, Well,
the guy probably knew more about sost of -living than he did, Used to vari-sized
French notes, ho didn't worry about the largenese. of the bill.
gl S S .i SRR R In the restaurand,
wondering if it was Pridayifish, 'hé'glanced at the top of the menu, "Wadriewday, - . -
October 7, 1920,"** Joec sat back ‘For a minute,‘then ‘pulled the want ad section
out of his coat pocket. MWadnesdey, October 7, @20, ", ,
SR e T i T s e ek " iTHe front page was there too,

and Joe looked it ovet whila considering what his pléfid should be; Finandial;possi~ -

bilities were uplimitod, ‘but his immediate neéd‘was d grubstake, and that reqdired.-

gotting back to the stationer's shop to start work thdt day, In the coursa ‘of the
not-busy afternoon, howeVer,fﬁe thot over the situation more Ffully:

i ¥ i DR sV U4 ALL hye Priendss
of course, were either unborn or very different from hie acquaintance of them. But
the Southwest Pacific had alresady done much to eut his tdoiwith imdom, and the few

closo friends in the Army had:been transferred to more’dotive sectors.and lost: éon- o

tect with him.* Back 1n mufﬁii“héwoyér; he -feltimore strongly the need for the.com-
panionship of fandom, and dototmined thet he'd try to locate some fen. Practically
211 those old onuf to be rcading now were of a type who wouldnit go-in for the .asti-
vities that had boen his bread andideink, but he"could seek unknowns. It had al-
roady oceurred to him thdt not’a singlo:fantasy pro (or comic,magezine) was now Be-
ing published, and he had a clear fiald,ahead df him: there, "With that.start, backed
by his memories of stef claseics, perhaps he could gain a commanding position and
seve stef from ever bearingithe stigwm af midcentury comic megazines qor Palmerism,
T S B : ",’_.,_‘5'1; - Fors; e Ty Hia )
¥ o dldn't realize that the £rahos were worth more than ho thot, and the bollboy .
made 2 sweet profit on the deal.. = '~ o oL T gt 1o S A
*% Are you surprised /I meant 4o say dumbfounded/T ‘Joe isn't. ‘Laok how -calmly HWe:
takos :it, i o $/3” iyt Lo : ; . 0 SeNl

.

L
" '

B R T Ve I
Well, thore she bo. = You can do whatswer you want.to with it --finish it, print it -

as-is, rewrite 4t, or thumb it down (don't believe I heve a Rejected--Yhoe). I had.: .

some ldcas:going on .beyond thiqh,but_couldn't got a-climax out of them, Joo hed
electrioal and radid training ‘$n the Army that gives him a_hily profitable craft .in

and Ready for love", but in geidral finds that'the "Yes, Sir, That's My.Baby" age. -
docsn't go for msic 1ike "Déep‘Purdle” and "Onre Song".. Ha establishes.g -little .,
reputation by ‘writing straight gtuff before turning to writing stof, Then comes an

interview with a bigwig’at Munsoyls,.dnd ko gets an editorshin. . /A lakfer to authorg

giving his ideas on the kind of sherics: and writing'that he wanxa~Q1xLLinge‘_@ognngﬁ.

announcement enticipated some of the:-things I had in mind for Joe). Magazine is: -, ; .1

successful, but he finds the'people of the Roaring Twontios don't have,the writing-

S =

o it

the '20s and an in with the technicians., Ho makes some monoy out of "Fit as 4 Fiddle &

Fiamn Tl |

to-the-oditor habit of thé Threatening Thirties, and has & hard timo drawing out, ims;";l

Then one day he gets a thoroly fannish letter from a bright-eyod  fourtoen-year-old
named Aokerman, or Ashley, or Tucker, or somebody like that, AR
: BCE : Oh, and sometime in hie

spare time hd mite do something o avert the.Second World War, = ° - :

- o . '
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[TcMS FROM MY SCRAPBEDKS

You must forgive it if thero's ¢ cccasional repetition now of items previously
mentioned in this department. I haven't gone thru the scrabbobks at all system-
atically, and only memory tells what I have and haven't covered.

: But to bogin
¥ith, hore are some things accumulated immediately before and since my-depar-
ture from God's country. Not stofnal, but hily amsing, is & booklet illus-
%ratod by Dr Seuss (of Hojji et al), which begins, “This is Ann sho's dying .

~to-meet you." A warning against the Anopheles mosquito. ° Perhaps the most clever’

passage is when they'rd expleining’ the mechanicg“of malaria propegation. "No
whiskey, gin, beer, or rum coke for-Ann" turn page ".. she drinks BLOCD".

' There's
algo my certificate showing-I should--be treated as a second looey~if captured,
and all the other gobs~of=-gstuff they-give you- to read on the ‘trip-over--No, I
don't plan to kecp it 2Fl.for'my scrapbook. Then here's an‘excerpt” from Puptent
Poete-in The Stars u:d Stripes?! . "I#ve yelked bare-headed beneath tho stars

, o~

~lzagined 1 was.d.worrigyjofdiars. " "

A -‘.._.s,.:;}iiu':éiﬁ.’i"ff?!‘la‘ﬁe.t-Jr." gounds like & new prozine malking

. the easy hybridization betwsenzCaptein Future and Batman and'Robin, but it's ac-

tually the ‘name of a-farm-inplements manufacturing company. The trade mark is a
monoringed Saturn. R -
~ Two indifferent.cartoons from the Saturday Review of Literature.

“In one, a miniature.Pan.frisks over the““Now Spring Fiction" counter in & book-
store, and -a clerk looking on helplessly says to a customer, "This happens every
.-gpring." .- In the other, & scientist shows a blueprint to the president of “Since

1889 Contentod Milk Fverglow Dairies” (with a pixure of a lovable cow for & trade
nerk), end says, "I've doveloped & formla for changing gress directly into milk.
It eliminates the intermediatec vertcbrate." :

- And, of course, thore's that Alice au

Pays des Merveilles cover mentioned in Lez.

" Wfhich term United States shell ve deemed to exclude the City of New York, s

I-read Matthew the other day, first time I've read & Gospel straight thru. Found
it -4lluminating. Here, for example, is & passage I've nevor seen quoted:

Following the resurreoc-. -
tion: "Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, end
ghewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done. And when they were
aspembled with the elders, and had teken counsol, they gave large money unto the
goldiers, Seying. Say yo, His disciples came by niglit, and stole*him away while we
slopt. And if thig como to the governor's ears, we will ‘persuade him, and secure
you. So they took the money, and did as they were teught: and this saying 1e

‘commonly roported among the Jews until this day."

HBave nothing of just the right length to-go,in here, 8o I guess 1'11 leave it off
and go down and watch them observe Ramazan.. (From which,™-1if ‘yop*re up on your
calondars, you may doduce thit thiw:se stonciled & 1ittle-later than the Septom-
bor Mailing deadline.) I hivs & sncéking-wuspicion’that -they've backalld on this
Ramadan business. Omar Khayyhm telks-about iias tho it was a Teal deprivation.

Hero, I hear, the fasting during the day ie an excuse for unbridled indulgence at
niteo iy

d_"The Pugs of Killingworth" b '




15

e s i  LAST TP TO LIMBO
e Mathemetics of 7% Zou' |1 4, cdticle that I've decided isn't worth publishing,
¥ after seeing in tho'

*;;nc;;c‘;opégih E}}at"cercmy 3entham and others seom to have protty
well covered everything in dt. i‘t‘pgxg ;0T two may be worth mentioning, tho. Firey
words are, #Children.,of, selence are prone to supposc that, anything which varies in
degrey Gan, be placed on & gcale, and numerical designations given to the various
degross it Acepting this sheley aséumption, I go on:to show the mathematics of taks
ing 8 challiT ip aglottory, or the sté;«{k ‘markot, and then attempt to apply that to
an cthical Yaituatlon ("ethits" hore s used in the broad sense): Joseph Davis of
‘Star-nagdttent-dociding whether to pirsud his stransé theory. The principal point,
asido from the  dubious mathgmatical formule (desirdbility x probability for etch
altornative or the'isalignt points of & pencil of va¥farnatives), istthat the chancep.
of & successful issus s Wwell 88 the desirability ‘of “the hope ("degiradility", motg,
not the.'happidess" o: the_uupil‘ff.i,tgzgiahs) ghould be considered. I think this ie tao
often overlobkia by ~ mcrontigts 8fd other idealists. Anothar thing copeidered in
gome detail ie .- " 7 ;':i'oz%‘ljg,_si"ns‘f{ipgxnco- of passiiiz- judgment on a feldow fen.
I algo of cour-. '. .~ in my:favor, theory about nonlogical 4{-‘1@. being necee-
. - sary for action; ficntivh ghatiyg of: say that one’ instihctids stronger than.
v another without having particular'conditions 'of gratification ‘or' nocd.given, apd
. paint’ ‘wg.ggat::lo»'_.b;-lagp ey, "he  morgyQT 1088 than 10 timos a8 desirable ag:l
,do];la‘r'.,"fOh".’-‘it"i;‘,a"y-éz_-y_‘ rapicatiougtarticle. .«But as yoit-sée, 1've comprg¥sed
. 'int6. ope ‘paragraf what wap Wworthwhyl {n the threo-npagoe draft.: !

5 S S G o iy NNy o e dan SEpRe R drefé that
- 1.will never rewrite is & f L0 a.grqéqeézyhiphﬂdopicts a man appalrgx}tly stag-
" iigeringacross a,:diasehgi‘.bﬁ, 2 a{Phin sandetortf; under & shrunked #un, wen as
';tk:jf,f'qx}@rth}s dying' BeVihiniahatidihe higiwator, ote.., In the end he staggers into .
M 4 fibnquergue. I-..._,v.il1,-:.:,;.9:@?,.%?f’:.Sh'o?.&th&t-y#dsert‘.rland,schpqz;_jaret sbout ag ulterly elien
»‘?‘g@gﬁﬁnytmm youlyeidikely §¢ £iha" on Ayhsbitable; other planoty e oy
,.."-:"-i'-!\-i R B ol 1 "1'\3 dig 4T & R S
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3;.!?5-50&!3;{‘;{}3 Fictitiowg:Sut Deﬁni\t_el_y:’%hfa'ti,m. <1 Maybe it'sv'fb';éémisé'i'vé‘ﬁeﬁn.out .:o_f
e, with \_d.olngm.ﬂnvmy. I hé::_r_%n't_"}iég any 1nsp1ra.tionw--§oit1_x ‘oxecuting. . -
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!' : né‘..m**& Mﬂiw&nt"‘aumn? mfﬁ}aw TNt phyueaf,'.krﬁ* I.believe ‘1 can an&s‘v,_e !
' Dok that.pugele ebout -timp and thd. Fourgh Dimension, " I _:Qppuan that, _\Imdgr_‘tﬁ&‘
.theory of relativityhthore ls & more’ n@;mé,.té relatiod:Befmweon time and spagethan
my, di scussions; of. threg-dindhgional:$ide?conyenp tad,: sho;4t @oes ‘not loak 1ikes,
thigidlvergenco is datalitd ghe lattér, ™ Howover-2' dhgntlinstein speaks of the¥faur-
dimensional-world ,of mpace-tine, he Lo using & four-aineustonal anslytic geomet¥y .
bocauso it's & conveniont. tool. -ut he'doesn't méan’ that:time is & Fourth dimenaion

in which. you could.plece -a-foutrth line at right.angles: to.the: three in:thd corne:
of your.room: ‘- I{'s an entirely:. aeparate thing when space is.spokren of'ms curved in
the Fourth Dimension, when it's described by amalogy @s. the:ousside 6f a spheré with
nothing in 1t, This,is & purely sputial Fourth Dimeneion, quite difforent ‘from Time,
and in it you could have four lines perpendicilar ,tocach otiorn, if -the ‘gphicre bad .
anything in it., Howgvor, Eddington suggcsts that-inrtdad Dhoadising up Buclid by
adding another dimenaiop;.given which, hiie: theorems will ﬁoﬁ',‘}.-;é‘fbﬁ'gﬁt; to accapt
the distances botween pojnte as weefingd ‘thom ard worl ont’ aynew three-dimonsional
geomotry which will be true. on thé'adtronomical as.’yzeli_'fééf sho drawing-boarq.;n&iea
this would be gctting closor. to roallity as,i_gsre;lli,ygia'uw.’ g LI T
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CATCHING UP WITH CARMPRELL

Havinz nary a copy of thc decimal clagsification to hand, I'1l have to skip it on
thege stories. In addition to that, I find that the uncommented-upon mgazines
which I brot with me do not start out censecutively, and don't remember whether
this irregularity corresponds to an inadvertent omission in the last number of this
department. I'll have to hope it does.
doril 43 Astoundine. That was a vicious
practice the large-size Astounding had, of not puuving tne name of the story om
cach page.... Open Secret: I was not much impressed. And if mankind became aware
and made a real effort to escape their control, the robots* key points wouldn't be
sufficient to hold things down. They'd have to process everybody's mind immediately.
A more sorious flaw is the imputing of motives to a robot. Unloes there was a mis-
take in the construction, a robot couldn't have any motives, any idesls, that hadn't
been deliberptely built into him.... In Escape it is too obvious that there are
two authors. Tho cue that wrote the funny parts is definitely tho better. The long
oration at the end is particularly ineffective.... Abdication: The author of these
Ridge ‘Stars stories has some unusual story ideas, but I can't say they're excellent.
~ ses In Tyranncgaurus #s No Killer, Ley dosan't seem to have mmuch evidence that
hasn't already been considered by pelsentologists.... I have the feoling that I've
been over these FooZeecs before. v
: Anyway, on to ‘the June 43 Unknown Norldc Blind
“4Alley is a good atory. but the accidental failure .to specify youth.in ‘the bargaln
<ig necessary --it's embarralaing to repeat yourself, isn't.it? And I'm’sure I'm
doing so hdre,
Let's try July 43 AST: Unthinking Cap is an undistingUiahed atory.
The Great Enzine is all van Vogt and a yard wide, but keeps toseing out new inter-
esting ideas. His hypersensitive woman and the man who loved her in spite of cold-
bloodedly dissecting hor psychology are diverting.... ~The World of 61 Cygni C:
After' considering how fow solar systoms there mmst be under tho theorics of the
1920s, Eddington said thip: "#e know the pradigality of Naturae..: How many acorns
arc scattered for one. thah grows to an oak?....$ The number of possible abodes of
life‘' sevorely restricted 1n this way at the outset may no doubt be winnowed down
further. On our house-hunting oxpedition we shall find it necessary to reject many
apparently eligible maneione on points of ‘detadl. Trivial circumstancés may detide
whether organic forms originate at all; furtybr gonditiona may decide whether life
_ascenda to & complexity 1ike ours or &omafna»in a“loner form. I prosums, however,
‘that at the end of the weeding out there will be.ieft a few rival .carths dotted:
“here and thero about the universe. # A further point arigoas if we have especially
:in mind contomporaneous life. The time during‘yhich man has bacn on the earth ig -
extremely small compared with the age of the earth or of tho sun. There is no ob-
vious physical reason why, having once arrived, man should not contimie to p ate
“the earth for another ten billion [} suppose this means an Amorican trillion/ ycars
or 80; but--well, can you contemplate it? Assuming that the stage of highly de-
veloped life is a very smell fraction of the inmorganic history of the star, the
rival earths are in general placos where conscious life has already vanished or 4a
_yet to come. ... I feel inclined to -claim-that 8t the present time our racelis
nupreme. and not one of tHe profusion of stars in their myriad clusters’ look\down
‘on ‘scenes comparable to those which ere now passifiz bencath the rays of the stm:!f
It 1s hily probable that the "planets" so far found are not life-bearing.... The _
Renegande is & good story,:but I doubt- that" any man, particularly one who'd tasted
a.great deal of: human life, could endure being the. celibate king of this alien
speciel all his:1ife long.

4

Aug43 ASF: 1 am 'going to commit horesy on Jvwdgment Night.
I don't think 1t was at all up to Catherine the Great's standard. 4 lot of very
iqtereating stuff, no doubt, but the cléement of extravagaqpa was too strong. And

in_ the destruction of the pleasure aatellito—-Campbeil can attach ‘symbolic meaning
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to it ae he wishes, but I think the chief interest for the reader wae in the wild-
ness of destruction., It appealcd to the same sense that is gratified by pie-
throwing comedies. As for the irheritors of the planet, I caught onto that from
the first. Bosuspicious when an author avoide referring to a supposedly human
character as & "person", just as when an author avoids ueing pronouns that would
reveal the gender.... The Matant's Brother was & pretty good story, but lacked
impacti... The End of the Rocket Society is & valuable account, but one may diffey
with one or two conclusions mentioned in the blurb.... One-dgx,Trip tries nobly,
but I'm afraid the author haen't yet appeared who can meke the works of). peace sound
as dramatic and exciting, in a speech, ag war..... Endowment rolicy was very god.

I take it that the reader is left to decide whether young Dennis Holt actuflly
would use his endowment to get out of the rut But the author charecterizes him
as t he kind who will waste the ‘opportunity. Incident&lly. the illustration shows
much more evolved men in the future than could possibly be that close to the
present.... M33 i~ !-dromeda is more van Vogt, utterly devoid of human interest,
but worth readir: %~ orly for the Nexian. I'm sure his sampling of the worlds

wag too small, and”’ ,”is mysterious "Life" force that runs thru van Vogt strikes

me as mysticiem."THe trouble with vV'eg problem stories is that they're too sketchy
for anyone to possibly guéss ahead’of the action; in general he aoesn't understand
a given page until several pages later.... When ig Jhen? belongs in Unknown, since
that business about tlie days of the calendar is Just the sort of screwy semantics
that Ui goes in for. and certainly isn't scientific.

. August 1943 Unknown. Hell _
Heth Fury I liked, but the end seemed both unJuat and unreasonable. Billy had

not shown himself to be ‘cruel, stuffy, bigoted, etc; and to make him turn out that

way seems to be a bit of authorial stunting. ihat the hell is meant by a person's

Tintegrity" with regard to his own ideas of conduct? Does it mean snything but

stubbornness?

In Sep tember 43 Astounding, Campbell has written into the blurd for
Doodad some ideas whigh aren't. in the story at all. The story I'd say belongs in
Unknown.... Robint: " OK.... Concealment has human interest of a sort, but so
heavily intellectual that an infidel (ie, & non-reader of gtef) would never call
it that.
. Oct43 ASF: Trouble with Storm.is it has no point. &nd the love scenee
"'are painful.... I liked Fifty Million Monkeys, but think it has been overrated,
because the author succesnfully concealed what was actually happening. é gadget
like the random machine’ can only supply ggggastion . Since there are 99 wrong
answers for every right angwer, sifting thru the. suggestione, which would heve to
be ‘done by humen beinge, would be & most wasteful way of getting the answer to a
particular problem. It'd be more likely to invent an improved meat grinder than a
way to save the Earth. The monkeys machine and’ the brain teams do not involve any- .
thing beyond presentday science. The fantdetic element comes in when we find that
sofne unguessable power is manipulating the uncertainty factors toward a desired
erid; in other words, the' rajdom machine is not truly random. I would classify thias
story as primerily'one of other planes of existence--the old parallel worlds busi-
ness:.... paradox Lost is a lovely little light bit.... The Proud Robot: I am
beginning to get a little tired of Gallegher‘s scarified throat, and the repetitive
discourses on his split personality However, it's a fair formula etory.... Jillie
is the real prune of the issue. My gawd, what possessed Campbell to print LEas o
Symbiotica: Like the good old days with Uncle Hugo!

: Unknown October 1943: The Bodk
2y Zh2%h ehows & bi t more versntility iu Campbell's chief fiction-grinder. Some of

“he sopmasic declarations, 2w - the lesn- thaa~vsalescress of a blackout, seem with-
’

o0t Zed ?n»lo*mty The huara: ‘elumaat .# wors t2arly human this time. The old van
Togn trich ot enwAavging the n’bﬁv of & fac o perond what we had aay reason to ex-

el iy P’uSCnt here, also thie difrisuliy or % do's* niins the Tirst part of the



story without golug vack and rev . ling it after you've finished. I still haven't
figured ouh one thing. The Goi- une civiligatlien had been built by Ptath entirely
in what ig 0 us the fuvure, nd? 3Hut Capisin dclroyd was said to be his last in-
carnation after merging with the race for centuries.... The Refugee was a lovely
thing.... The Patient: Any scientific trnth in this?... Fido: If we're to eup-
pose Fldo has symbolic significance, it may be & good story; '+ but I rether suspect
that it's just thé old formuld.... Change didn't impress me, but I will commend
it for being a monolog in which the second person's words are not communicated to
the read¢. ty stupid repetition, like Jiggs talking over & telephone.... From
Clean-up, it appears.that Cleve Cartmill has.taken Heinlein's placc =s the advocate
of our black brothers. Aside from this, there's little interest in the story.

Nov43
Astounding: I read Death Sentence on the subway after hitchhiking to Newark, and
some time later g]anced over it again, but it doesn't register much with me now.
Maybe it's a écci 2*3r7.... The Beast: I don't quite see the reasoning which makes
the conditicn " Tc:z:ins's face after he'd been thru a Jap prison camp, an argument
for cold-blooded c¢r- ~+r.in deeling with the recalcitrant Germans. If there's justi-

fication for the latior, it :mst be on pragmatic grounds. However, the remarks ebout

Nazi cells of resistance, and the probability that they'll lose some of their fanati-
cism when they're thirty-five and‘ married, seem to be on the target. The idea of
hebitable country inside the moon is pretty absurd by now, but brings back a real
them-was-the-days flavor. I'guessed about the rocket ships.... Turn ou the Maon
was enjoyabie.... Gallegher Flus. About time to turn this series over to Falmer....
If You Can Get It: -more Unkmownish stuff. It ought to be clearly labeled.
, ' Dec 43

Astoundirg. The cover may be a nice idea, but it makes an ugly picture. It's the
one of the "invisible" ship, in.case you aren't all Frank Robinsons. The Debt: I
am ever-newly amazed to find such a vigorous man as Blord believing in virtue in a
mid-20th-Century story.... Lost Art: 'Why is this called a novelette whén the
following story, two pages longer, is & short? For that matter, who called this
mess of technicalities a story?... JFricassee in Four Dimengiong: In its delightful
handling of children, and the beautiful world "over there", I think this is compar-
able to Mimsy Were the Borogoves.... The Iron Standard: Oh, come, now, the sordid
competitive instinct isn't a universal law of all life in the galaxy, is it?...
Extraterrestriel Bacteria: If Ley were not & True Believer, I'd hate him for all
his stef-deflating.... ile Frint the Truth.. Lovely, lovely, and particularly the
chilling suggestion at the end when the man with the black Scottie wishes for the
end of the war, and you know the wigh will backfire. I note that artist Orban has .
suggested a Christ-like nature for the man with the Lincolnian features who, as I
recall, was not @ good 'un. -

Janvary 1944 (it's Astounding only, by this time):
Before taking this up, I'd like to make & remark on Campbell's editorial in the
Nov43 issue, which I overlooked above. The answer to the problem of galactic
government, of course, is federation upon federation. Federation is to political
science what specialization is to téchnology. As Never Was is a neat problem story,
and the answer to the problem is that it's just a story, it didn't--couldn't--
actually happen. I wonder if P Schuyler didn't write himself into this dilemma
w1t1out-realiz1ng it and then decide to capitalize on it. A criticism of the
writing *s that the author labore too hard to justify his hook; "Have you ever
dreamed of murder?"... The Leech: An over-compensated inferiority complex seems,

» be the nearest modern equivalent of the old utterly evil villain.... " Far Cen- _
taurus is more enjoyable reading that most of vV's shorts, but the failure of any-
body on Earth to wonder if further scientific advance wouldn't ouxstrlp the slow
saip to Centaurus, is hily imrro“able. The means of going backward in time is
ra‘ther neat.... That doesnit finish up the issue.

To be continued.
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